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Governor-General, and matters of policy and methods
of administration are closely correlated throughout the
peninsula.
So effective indeed was the administrative machine in the
Federated States that it was thought before the war to be
the part of wisdom to introduce some measure of decen-
tralization, as it was not desired to sap the initiative or to
withhold practical experience in local self-government from
the individual States, or for that matter to discourage the
Unfederated States from discovering for themselves the
advantages of federation. Accordingly, the office of Chief
Secretary at Kuala Lumpur was abolished and greater
latitude in various matters restored to the Federated States.
Geographic and economic unity, together with constantly
growing intercommunication, would inevitably mean ulti-
mate administrative centralization in Malaya, but it was felt
to be desirable that this should not outpace the experience
of the Malayan peoples in managing their own affairs.
After the war, Sir Harold Macmichael was sent on a special
mission to Malaya to propose a Makyan Union, and to this
at first the assent of the Sultans was obtained, but there
was much popular criticism, and the proposals were modified
in favour of a Malayan Federation, taking in all of them,
but leaving them a measure of local autonomy. The measure
provides for Makyan citizenship for all races, for a Governor-
General whose jurisdiction as stated extends to Borneo, a
Governor of the Federation, and for the present a separate
Governor of Singapore, whose case is special.
All this should lead to closer unity between the various
communities in Malaya, and in time to a larger measure of
self-government.
Makya, as may be seen from the map, is a long bulbous
peninsula thrust out from the mass of Siam, Indo-China and
Burma above it. It has a mountainous backbone and is well